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Dear Michael, 
 
The Finance and Constitution Committee published its report on the Trade Bill LCM 
yesterday. The report can be accessed on our website here: https://sp-bpr-en-prod-
cdnep.azureedge.net/published/FCC/2018/10/31/Report-on-Trade-Bill-LCM/FCC-S5-
18-11.pdf 
 
The report notes that despite the refusal of the Scottish Parliament to consent to the 
EU (Withdrawal) Bill the UK Parliament proceeded to pass the legislation. The report 
states that “this has led to a clear impasse between the UK Government and the 
Scottish Government regarding the operation and meaning of the Sewel Convention.”1 
 
The report further states that “the impasse between the Scottish Government and the 
UK Government in relation to the Sewel Convention needs to be addressed as a 
matter of urgency and ideally in advance of the final amending stage of the Trade Bill 
in the House of Lords.” 
 
The Committee agreed that I would write to you and to the Secretary of State for 
Scotland requesting that you seek a solution to the impasse over the Sewel 
Convention as a matter of urgency. It would be helpful if you could respond to the 
Committee setting out how you intend to take this forward by 28 November. 
 
It would also be helpful if you could respond formally to other matters raised in the 
report of relevance to the Scottish Government by the same date. 

                                            
1 Alexander Burnett MSP, Murdo Fraser MSP and Adam Tomkins MSP dissented from this 
recommendation. 
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The Committee intends to take further evidence on this issue with a view to exploring 
possible solutions in the coming months and it is likely that you will be invited to give 
evidence in due course. 
 
I have written to the Secretary of State for Scotland in similar terms. 
 
 
Yours sincerely 
 

 
Bruce Crawford MSP 
Convener 
 
 


